
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOWN OF LODI 

W10919 County Road V 

Lodi, WI 53555 

Phone: (608) 592-4868 

Fax: (608) 592-2024 

Email: townoflodi@townoflodi.com 

 

 

TOWN BOARD 

James Brooks, Chairman 

Chad Wolter, Supervisor 1 

Marc Hamilton, Supervisor 2 

Tom Marx, Supervisor 3 

Karla Faust, Supervisor 4 

 
 

TOWN BOARD MEETING 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021, at 6:00 PM  
Lodi Town Hall, W10919 County Road V, Lodi, WI 53555  

 

Pursuant to WSS 19.84 the Town of Lodi Town Board will hold a Town Board Meeting as noticed above.  
  
It is possible members of and possibly a quorum of members of other governing bodies of the Town may be in attendance 
at the above-stated meeting to gather information; no action will be taken by any governmental body at the above-
stated meeting other than the governmental body specifically referred to in this notice.  
 

Minutes 
Supervisors in attendance: James Brooks, Tom Marx, Chad Wolter, Marc Hamilton, Karla Faust 
Kristi McMorris, Clerk 
Jina Decot, Treasurer 
Brian Ecklor (via Zoom), Public Works Director 
Attorney Bill Morgan 

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER: James Brooks 6:01pm 

a. Roll Call: McMorris 
b. Declaration of Quorum being present: McMorris 
c. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
2. CITIZEN INPUT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

a. Jim Seaton: There is a piece of property that needs attention from the town. HWY 133 across 
from Ryan Rd. To my knowledge that is residential property and it is a total dump. Brooks; I 
usually don’t respond but Columbia County is aware and I will make sure that they are 
further aware.  

b. Nancy Mitchell: Agrees with Mr. Seaton. In addition to that, Jim Hellenbrand has approached 
the plan commission to rezone his land. They are operating All-Size Blacktop Sealing and JD 
Hellenbrand out of this property and we are totally against it. It is not the place for a 
commercial business. Marx; Keri Findora mentioned the same property to me.  

c. Michelle Chizack: Thank you for the open session to address the board. I have a human health 
concern for the Town of Lodi. It pertains to stray or feral cats that are spraying and defecating 
on our property. I want to know by a show of hands how many people enjoy the smell of cat 
spray? On the other hand, how many enjoy the smell of open windows and fresh flowers in 
the smell of their home. We have taken on a part time job cleaning up cat feces and urine and 
cat diarrhea. We had many dead cats under our deck, in our culverts, in our shed, and boat 
tarp. Husband interjected; we are on 1.5 acres on Wells Road. We like dairy air, that’s why we 
moved back. We have talked to human society. There is nothing anyone will do. When the 
bird population comes back it is decimated, the cats kill them. There were 3ft tall feces 
mounds. We have racoons and other animals coming in. We have talked to the sheriffs, 
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county, and no one wants to get involved. We have looked for ways to work together with 
our neighbors. Cats have many diseases. They have distemper. We are looking for idea’s guys. 
What can we do legally? Brooks: My recommendation is to send Kristi and I an email and it 
will be on next month’s agenda. 

d. Richard Wehrenberg: Built a house on N. Lakepoint Rd. Got a notice about driveway and 
cutting concrete back. If I would have known this, I would not have paid for the concrete in 
the first place. Brooks: You can be put on next month’s agenda. Richard: what do I do about 
the language on this notice. Brooks: As I told you on the phone, you contacted me so we can 
take care of it in the Spring. Richard: Did I do something wrong here? Brooks: I can put it on 
the agenda for next month. Hamilton, please get those pictures to Kristi. 

e. Alison Seaton: I would just like to make one comment. After watching all the driveway 
denials, we now have a new driveway and garage right next to the corner of Summerville Rd. 
and Rapp Rd. and it’s a blind corner.  

 
3. MINUTES, FINANCIALS, & REPORTS – Consider approval of:  

a. Town Board Meeting Minutes: To approve all of them Marx/Hamilton 
Vote: 5-0 

1. 09/09/21  

• Motion to approve:  

• Discussion: 

• Vote:  
2. 09/15/21 Public Hearing 

• Motion to approve:  

• Discussion: 

• Vote: 
3. 09/15/21 Town Tax Levy 

• Motion: 

• Discussion: 

• Vote: 
4. 09/15/21 Special Meeting for Budget Adoption 

• Motion: 

• Discussion: 

• Vote: 
b. Revenues vs. Expenditures  

1. Discussion: Marx: This may be a technical issue; 118 c is inaccurate on the 
percentage. QuickBooks Payroll fees, seems high for November. Decot, I believe 
that is annual fee. I will look at it and see.  

2. Hamilton: Can we move our ARPA funds into a higher paying interest account. 
Morgan: I will look into it. 
 

c. Payment of Bills 
1. Motion to approve: Hamilton/Faust 
2. Discussion:  
3. Vote: 5-0 

d. Building Reports 
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4. COMMERCIAL BUILDING INSPECTION  

a. Consideration and possible action regarding the appointment of General Engineering as the 
Town’s Commercial Building Inspector. 

i. Mark and Dave are in attendance to present. Currently the state tries to perform 
these inspections but they are short-handed. They don’t always make it to the 
inspections. We would take it over and handle it for you. We looked at it with you 
once before. This would give you more control over it. You can reverse it at any time. 
You can always send a project to the state. We turn it around 3x faster than the state. 

ii. Hamilton, would the new Engineer Firm do this? What prompted this? Why did this 
get brought up? Were we dissatisfied with the state?  

iii. Brooks: this has been a discussion since I have been chairman. This was brought to the 
board for an open discussion.  

iv. Mark: I think it was brought up to the board a few years ago.  
v. Brooks: I think it did with Brian and it didn’t go through.  

vi. Hamilton: I was just curious why it got brought up now. I’m not against it at all.  
vii. Mark: What rekindled it was that we sent a letter and the beginning of the year. We 

stopped doing commercial electrical per the state.  
viii. Marx: If we take over the inspections what is the liability to the town? 

ix. Mark: We offer insurance. 
x. Marx: Do you have enough staff? 

xi. Mark: Absolutely.  
xii. Marx: Fee schedule questions? 

xiii. Brooks to Morgan: What is common in your other communities? 
xiv. It’s not uncommon to have this. They pass off the fees through permits collected. 
xv. Hamilton: I would like to wait until the new Engineering Firm comes on board.  

xvi. Brooks to Morgan: Since this was not in the RFP for the two businesses, is that 
something we can move on? 

xvii. Yes 
xviii. Wolter: Is there a rush on this?  

xix. Brooks: I didn’t want it to continue to fall through the cracks? 
xx. Wolter: I think it is worth looking at with our new engineer firm. 

xxi. Faust: Do we have anything coming up for commercial at the moment? 
xxii. Marx: We will have Lucky’s. 

1. Motion: To table to next meeting. Hamilton/Wolter 
2. Discussion: 
3. Vote: 5-0  

5. CONSENT AGENDA 
a. Discussion to determine interest in adopting a meeting format that would allow the use of 

consent agendas.   
1. Motion to accept Consent Agenda: Faust/Hamilton 
2. Discussion: 
3. Vote: 5-0 

6. LIQUOR LICENSE 
a. Consideration and possible action on license application from Theresa Everett-Lucky’s  
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1. Motion to approve Liquor License for Theresa Everett working at Lucky’s: 
Marx/Wolter 

2. Discussion: Hamilton, do we need to have social security numbers to run 
background checks? 

Morgan, I believe so and it would be redacted if it were subject to an 
Open Records Request. 

3. Vote: 5-0 
 

7. LODI AIRPORT 
a. Discussion and possible action regarding request to contribute towards maintenance  

i. Bill McInerney: I had a big surprise after I wrote the letter. Brooks: The new 
landowner completely clear cut the draining. McInerny, the airport is not usable about 
half of the year due to the wet land. It is not safe. We have been wanting to take care 
of it for a long time, but it is expensive. The west end of the runway has a bunch of 
trees that need to be taken down. The good news is that we thought it would cost 
about $15,000. Over the years we have always taken care of the property ourselves. I 
made mention in my letter that we have never gotten help from the Town, but I 
remembered that we did get a culvert a few years back and we are very grateful for 
that. The town owns the culvert, but we don’t know who own’s the ditch.  
We were only charged about $4500 to have this ditch put in. I am coming here to 
make an appeal to the Town to see if we can be reimbursed for this. We take care of 
everything on the airport.  
Hamilton: What percentage of the club are Town of Lodi? 
McInerney: 3 or 4 of us 
Brooks: To keep this in perspective the Town of Lodi owns the property, and the 
hangars are taxable income for the Town.  
Hamilton: The form of revenue should be the hangars. 
McInerney: We pay $600 a month in dues and that is usually not enough. This time we 
have to ask for additional $500 and more to get the trees down on the West end.  
Brooks: So, the trees on the West end, we have a town of Lodi PW director. Can he cut 
them down? 
Hamilton: it’s not our land, they are on private land. 
McInerney: the land is being impacted and it should be the responsibility of the town 
to take care of the drainage. 
Hamilton: We have multiple, multiple drainage issues within the town. Our budget is 
very tight and to give $4500 to a select few people in the town is an extremely hard 
sale to me. 
McInerney: What about the road on Clar Mar.  
Hamilton: It took about 4 years to come up with that money. 
McInerney: But that was for one house. 
Hamilton: It was a road. 
Wolter: Those were taxpayers too and it took how long to get from point a to point b. 
McInerney: We have an asset to this town that can’t be used if these issues are 
resolved. And they may be, but we don’t know. It would be really helpful to get 
reimbursed.  
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Brooks: It boils down to this is the Town of Lodi’s airport. It may get to the point that 
it’s no longer viable and turns into a pond.  
McInerny: This is not a problem that comes from the airport.  
Hamilton: You have acres and acres to maintain, and it is not equitable for us to 
maintain it.  
McInerney: We aren’t asking you to maintain it.  
Wolter: If it’s our land we should maintain it, but they aren’t asking us to. They are 
just asking us to reimburse for a project. 
McInerney: we maintain in 100% this not a problem from the airport.  
Marx: If someone from outside the Town of Lodi wanted to land and keep their plan 
there for a short time could they or is it just for members? 
McInerney: State won’t approve it as a public airport. 
Seaton: The airport is listed as private.  
Morgan: There is a number of issues here. Is the water coming from the neighboring 
land? Do we have a lease with this group? It would be a misuse of town resources if 
we benefit a private group. This is not money we budgeted this year. Any change 
would have to be 2/3s majority vote. I simply don’t think you have enough 
information here to make a decision.  
McInerney: If we can’t get any help from this job, this will be something we have to 
maintain. In 6 o 7 years, it will have to get cleaned out again. We would really 
appreciate the help and this is the Town’s land.  
 

1. Motion to table to next month: Wolter/Faust 
2. Discussion: Marx, Will a month be enough time? Hamilton, I say we make a 

motion to not give the funds.  
McInerney: if this were a future problem, would you give us the money or a 
contractor like you did on Clar Mar.  
Brooks: I think we need to investigate. If that land isn’t on Town’s property, we 
can give funds.  
Ecklor, the last time our survey was done was 1967. The only way to determine is 
to do another survey.  
Marx: I disagree with you Brian because the Hellenbrands’ just bought the 
property.  
Marx to Hamilton: I don’t disagree with your position, but I think we are 
operating blindly if we don’t have all of the information. 
Brooks: problem has been discovered on the runway and there was almost an 
accident. Is this runway safe? 
Hamilton: if it isn’t we can shut it down. We have a lot of areas that need to be 
addressed. Our fiduciary responsibilities go with the Town of Lodi. 
Morgan: If a contractor came and fixed Clar Mar and then said here pay for it, I 
would say no. This is a great discussion for prospective. 
Marx: I really appreciate you coming to us Bill. 
McInerney: thank you for listening.  

3. Vote: 5-1 Hamilton 
 

8. RICHARDS ROAD STOP LIGHT 
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a. Discussion and possible action regarding changes to the stop light at Richards Road. 
i. Ecklor presented information in packet. 

Dicussion on high number of crashes at this intersection. 
The County is not responsible for the beacon.  
Marx: I think this is a good option for our ARPA funds. 
Hamilton to Ecklor: what are you recommending? 
Ecklor: The solar panel option. Decker has the cheapest option, $1410.  
Faust: What do you want to do? 
Ecklor: The question comes to does it do anything given the crashes happen mostly in 
the day light. I would say the minimum we do is replace it with a solar beacon to say 
money going forward. But again, if it’s not stopping accidents is it worth it? 
Brooks: Well there are less crashes at night so perhaps it is working. 
Wolter: This new one has a 24/7 flashing option.  
Brooks: The previous one was 24/7. 
Marx: If it creates a safer environment, I am not opposed to it. But if we haven’t 
gotten the crash data yet or talked to the County it would be helpful to know that so 
we can choose the right one. 
Hamilton: I don’t think it is a stop sign issue. I think it is a driver issue.  
Mike Keller: There is also an issue when the corn is there. 

1. Motion if it needs to be replaced with go with Decker Supply for the $1410 solar: 
Hamilton/Faust 

2. Discussion: Marx, where is the money going to come from? What budget line, 
roads? 
Ecklor, we have a signs budget. 
Marx: isn’t that for house numbers. I’m going to vote no because I think we need 
crash data and see if we can use ARPA funds. Morgan, I am going to address that 
last part, I don’t believe we can utilize it for general road infrastructure. Marx, 
okay I will change my mind. 

3. Vote: 5-0 
 

 
9. TRACTOR FOR MULTIUSE PURPOSES FOR PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

a. Discussion and possible action to purchase this equipment  
i. Marx: Before you continue, why is this coming up after the budget? 

Ecklor: With the chip shortage they are on back order and we need to stop ordering 
process now instead of waiting for June or July.  
Marx: Was there a cost analysis. 
Ecklor: Yes.  
Wolter: Are these 2 or 4 wheel drive? Could we get rid of the skid steer at the transfer 
site? 
Ecklor: I would like to keep that for the time being but it is an option. It is a vital use.  
John Deer does have a leasing deal for municipals. 
Marx: What would you give up if you were to take on the mowing?  
Brooks: I wanted to bring this to the board for a general discussion and to see if 
anyone wanted to make a motion.  



 

Page 7 of 9 

 

Marx: I appreciate you bringing this to us but I don’t think we have all of the 
information to make a decision.  
Hamilton: Even if that means hiring a part time person to mow the lawn and a cheaper 
rate and put yourself in the other tractor. 

1. Motion to table: Hamilton/Faust 
2. Discussion: Jim Seaton, used to hire out work to the county. I think you need 
to go back and look at the whole picture and see whether the decision you made 
a couple of years ago was the correct one.  
3. Vote: 5-0 

 
10. ELECTIONS 

a. Discussion and possible action on resolution for Appointing Election Inspectors for Next 2 
Years 

1. Motion: Hamilton/Faust 
2. Discussion: 
3. Vote: 5-0 

 
b. Discussion and possible action on ordinance to allow for split shifts of Election Workers 

1. Motion as presented: Hamilton/Faust 
2. Discussion: 
3. Vote: 5-0 

 
c. Discussion and possible action on ordinance for less than 7 Election Workers to have on file 

1. Motion as presented: Hamilton/Faust 
2. Discussion: 
3. Vote: 5-0 

 
11. TOWN HALL SECURITY  

a. Discussion and possible action regarding possible Town Hall security measures. 
i. Brooks: We were given a donation of $1500 to upgrade the internet system and what 

we are looking at could include camera system. 
Faust: I don’t see a need for cameras.  
Marx: I recommended that Kristi lock to office door and she has done that. 
Hamilton: I like it for vandals. 
Wolter: locks are a no brainer. 
Motion to table until next month: Hamilton/Marx 
Discussion: Mike Keller, Verizon changed their level of coverage in this area trying to 
meet the 5G demand. We got excluded and we are not able to send in votes after 
election. Please consider this when upgrading internet. Also, cameras are vital and 
should be added. 
Vote: 5-0 
Marx: General comment wouldn’t this be an administrative decision to change the 
locks?  
Hamilton: I just paid mine today with 9 keys made and it was $200+ 

 
12. IDENTIFYING FINANCIAL OPTION OF OKEE SCHOOL HOUSE IMPROVEMENTS 
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a. Discussion and possible action 
i. It was embarrassing to see the rental of the School House was unavailable. I would 

like to as a private citizen to take on fundraising to get the School House back into 
shape. All funds would be earmarked 100% to the school. If there is residual it would 
stay with the school. My question to the board, is that we need seed funds. I also 
think that the Park Commission should be the overseers of this. I was hoping that we 
could take the funds from the Park Commission to get this project going. I am thinking 
we will need about $100,000. I want to get started sooner rather than later. I think if 
we don’t do this soon it’s going to be lost. There will be more questions than we have 
answers, but I want to get permission to do so we can get started.  
Faust: I say go for it.  
Wolter: What are you asking for seed money? 
Faust: He said he doesn’t know yet. 
Brooks to Morgan: How does that work as a “private” citizen being a board member? 
Morgan: Hamilton is asking to spearhead the drive. I don’t hear any ethical issues.  
Brooks to Morgan: Is there anything we need to do to put this under the Parks 
Commission? 
Morgan: no.  
Faust: I think you just give a report monthly to the board under department reports.  
Motion to move the Okee House and surrounding are into the umbrella of the 
Madeline Summers Park in the responsibility of the Park Commission: Faust/Marx 
Discussion: Alison Seaton, when we did 5 years of raffles to purchase the Conservancy 
Park it would about 5 years to make $175,000. The monies came to the Township so I 
think you should have some of it come to the township. 
Faust, who held the raffle license? 
Hamilton: She (Alison Seaton) is looking into it for me.  
Vote: 3-1 Wolter 1 Abstain Hamilton 

 
13. NOISE ORDINANCE- No action 

a. Discussion on county ordinance and surrounding ordinance 
Marx: I would be opposed to adopting anything that would cause us to enforce it when we 
don’t have a way to enforce it.  
Hamilton: we do have a way to enforce it. Call the Sheriff. 
Brooks and Marx: that is not an option. 
Brooks: Former County Sheriff said that he would not enforce it. I do not know about the 
current county sheriff. 

 
14. DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

a. Clerk Report 
b. Chairman Report 
c. Transfer Site 
d. Public Works 
e. Plan Commission 
f. Park Commission 
g. LAFD Commission 
h. LAEMS Commission 
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15. UPCOMING MEETING DATES 

a. Plan and EMS Thursday, December 16, 2021 
b. January 11, 2022 Town Board Meeting 

i. Faust on Vacation 
 

16. FUTURE AGENDA ITEM(S) 
a. Lodi Airport Reimbursement of $4,500 
b. Tractor 
c. Rekeying the Town Hall 
d. Kerber Rose Audit 
e. Well’s Road Cat Situation  

 
17. CLOSED SESSION 

Per WSS 19.85(1)(g) Conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or 
written advice concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or is 
likely to become involved. 

a. Responding to Goeske Attorney Letter 

b. Discussion about Park St. Pond and Maintenance Agreement 

Motion to go into closed session: Wolter/Marx 
Vote: 5-0 
 

18. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION FOR POSSIBLE ACTION ON ITEMS DISCUSSED IN CLOSED SESSION 

a. Motion to return to open session: Wolter/Marx 

b. Vote: 5-0 

c. Motion to deny the Goeske notice of claims in their entirety presented to the Town on 
November 10th: Hamilton/Faust 

d. Vote: 5-0 
 

19. ADJOURN 
The Town Board welcomes public input on any agenda or non-agenda topic but will not discuss or take 
action on any topic that is not on the agenda. The Town Board reserves the right to limit the duration of citizen 
statements and will not engage in debate with a citizen presenter. At the sole discretion of the Board Chair, a 
citizen may be recognized for a brief statement during discussion on an agenda topic. No action by the Town 
Board can be taken on any issue or question brought up with the following designated mark** on the agenda. 
If action is needed it will be placed on a future agenda for discussion and possible action or referred to an 
appropriate committee.   
 
Motion to adjourn at 10:01pm: Faust/Wolter 
Vote: 5-0 
  
  

Agenda prepared by:      Posted/Website: 12/10/2021 | 8:45am 

Kristi McMorris | Clerk 


